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Our Mission:

To value all of our students, enhancing their self-esteem, academic 
potential, abilities and sense of responsibility

Vision Statement

An innovative and inclusive educational community which enables 
and encourages all students to be lifelong learners who enjoy 

exploring and positively contributing to an ever-changing world. 

To empower our students to lead rewarding, culturally rich and 
fulfilling lives as fully active, independent, and caring members of 

society.

College Values

● Honour Others                                    Me whaimana te iwi
● Honour Your Environment           Me whaimana te taiao
● Honour Yourself                                 Me whaimana te tangata



Ōtorohanga College - Bledisloe Avenue, Ōtorohanga, 3900 - PO Box 115, Ōtorohanga, 

Phone:  07 873 8029 -   Fax 07 873 7414 -  Email admin@otocoll.school.nz



WELCOME TO ŌTOROHANGA COLLEGE

Tēnā koutou katoa. Ka nui te 

mihi ki a koutou.

We warmly welcome you to 
our place of learning and 
growing. We expect all of our 
students to set themselves 
academic, social and life goals 

that will see them reach their 
potential.  We  offer each of 
our young people a range of 
pathways to enable them to 
gain the qualifications, skills 
and confidence they need to 
attain their dreams and 
aspirations.

To our students, our leaders 
of tomorrow, I welcome you 
to this place of learning on 
behalf of the staff and 
community of Ōtorohanga.

Traci Liddall 

Tumuaki/Principal



Our History 1893-2020
Otorohanga School was first established in 1893 as a one-room Native School under the Native 
Schools Act (1867), near where South School now stands. As the town grew, so did the school 
with extra rooms being added when required. As the original site was prone to flooding, in 1922 a 
new school was planned on a 6 acre site on what was to become known as Bledisloe Avenue. 
The land was gifted for the purpose by Ngati Hinewai. The first building was erected in 1924 at a 
cost of £1018 and Mr P Skinner became the first headmaster. In 1931, he was replaced by Mr C 
Hotson who continued in the role for 20 years. When he retired, there were over 1100 primary and 
secondary students at the area school. In 1954, the completion of South School allowed over 300 
students to be transferred to the primary-only facility.

The College continued to grow, and has seen many updates and building projects. In 1969 the 
new gymnasium was opened. It was upgraded six years ago. In 1974, Principal Mr G Falloon 
oversaw the repurposing and locating of our Hostel, Falloon House, to where it now stands. In 
1980, a new library was built and ten years ago, when Mr K Alexander was Principal, an additional 
teaching block was built to house our Metal, Wood and Art departments.  Over time the school has 
grown from its humble beginnings in a one-room building with the most basic of facilities to the 
College we now enjoy.

2019 Taketake Whakairo 
Gateway students in 

collaboration with their 
Kaiako Daniel Ormsby  
created these beautiful 

works of art.  

The Poupou symbolises 
tauira, students arming 

themselves with 
knowledge.

The painting with the 
school crest symbolises the 
school’s whakapapa - those 
that have been before and 
those that are yet to come.



 

Students can expect that:

● Teachers will be committed to student achievement and success in all areas

● Teachers will always be ready to offer assistance and support

● Teachers will always be consistent and maintain high expectations

● The College will provide a safe and comfortable environment for learning 

● The College will establish clear guidelines for work and behaviour 

● The College will assist them to develop confidence in themselves 

● They will be treated with respect and courtesy

Parents can expect the College to:

● Provide qualified and caring teachers

● Provide appropriate facilities for learning

● Communicate regularly on progress and matters of concern

●  Support students in setting and maintaining high standards for themselves

The College expects that students:

● Attend regularly to maximise learning opportunities

● Respect the rights of others in the College community

● Achieve to the best of their ability

● Behave sensibly and follow the College expectations

Aiming For Excellence

The College, at around 300 students, offers the warmth, encouragement and 
family-like qualities of a small school.  Authentic relationships abound and students 
who follow the Ōtorohanga College way and contribute within the College community 
learn to grow a sense of pride and belonging. 

Our focus is to provide an innovative learning community that challenges and 
supports all students to excel and develop the skills and values they need to succeed 
and become contributing and successful members of society.



E
xcellence

“Excellence is the gradual result of 
always trying to do better”



Student Leadership
The College strives to offer a multitude of leadership opportunities which develops 
skills, grows confidence and extends responsibility within the College environment 
and the wider community. A Head Boy and Head Girl, House Leaders and Hostel 
Leaders are selected towards the end of each year.  They are the official student 
leaders.

The Student Council is made up of representatives from all levels of the student body.  
This Council is a forum for student opinion and as a body organises social functions, 
mufti days and other activities.  

Head Girl Erin Hunt and Head Boy Manaaki Rewi-Wetini

As Head Boy and Head Girl we are responsible for co-leading the Student Council, representing the 
students of the College at public events, welcoming parents during school events, student event 
management such as the school ball, encouraging the wellbeing of our students and co-hosting 
school assemblies and prizegivings.

“The things we have enjoyed the most about College life are playing in sports teams that have a 
cross section of age groups across the school, sport exchanges, school production and the 
friendships we have made over the years. Being a smaller school, we have also enjoyed getting to 
know the teachers and appreciating the effort they put in to ensure we are getting the most out of our 
learning.

The advice we have for future students of the school is to join a sports team or get involved in things  
where you can meet a range of different people from the school. Don't be afraid to be yourself as 
there will be several other people with similar interests, so get involved and give everything a go”.



Leadership

“Excellence is the gradual result of 
always trying to do better”



 

Student Wellbeing

Central to Ōtorohanga College are our strong pastoral care networks and systems.    
Underpinning our safe learning environment is our commitment to Restorative 
Practices and shared belief in our core values of ‘Honour Others’, ‘Honour Your 
Environment’ and ‘Honour Yourself’.  

The wellbeing of our students is critical; in an environment where every student matters 
we pride ourselves on the quality and number of strands to our Pastoral Care Network.

Whānau Teacher

● Each student is assigned to a Whānau class. The teacher of this group has 
special responsibility for the welfare of these students and is usually the first 
point of contact.  

Dean

● Each year level is under the guidance of a Dean who oversees the pastoral 
needs of the students in that year level, including organisation of courses, 
oversight of reports and discipline. 

Heads Of Faculty

● These are senior teachers who oversee all learning areas.  They are in charge 
of the courses, assessments and resources of their particular learning area.

Student Wellbeing

● The College has counsellors who are available to assist students and parents.  
A medical doctor, physiotherapist and Public Health Nurse all visit the 
College at least once a week and students can  make appointments to meet 
with them.  

Transition Support

● Ōtorohanga College assists students in transition from school with support 
programmes such as MPOWA.



C
onnected

“It takes each of us to make a 
difference for all of us”.



 

 

Years 9 & 10 Core Classes

All students follow a core compulsory course in English, Te Reo Māori, Mathematics, 

Science, Social  Studies, Technology, The Arts and Physical Education And Health.  Year 

9 and 10 students work collaboratively together across six Junior Learning Classes. We 

also have a bilingual Year 9 & 10 class that combines Te Reo Māori and English through 

everyday instructions and tasks.

Level 1

All students take a course which involves English, Science, Mathematics and Physical 

Education And Health with a wide range of optional courses offered.

Level 2

Level 2 students are advised to continue with an English course while the rest of their 

academic programme is chosen with reference to further education and training 

intentions.  Career and academic guidance assists  students as they select the most 

relevant combination of courses.

Level 3

At Level 3 all five courses are optional.  Students are again closely guided in their 

academic programme choices to ensure they give themselves the best possible chance 

to meet the increasingly competitive entry criteria set by universities and other tertiary 

education and training providers.   

Student Learning Opportunities

Student learning is the paramount focus of all classroom and associated school 
activities.  We offer multiple learning pathways which cater  to and for the different 
needs of students.  We offer an extensive range of learning opportunities designed to 
develop the talents, interests and career pathway of every student.

Ōtorohanga College is committed to raising the achievement of all students; the 
College seeks to give students the confidence to become the best they can; to become 
learners for life with a strong desire to continue moving forward into the unknown 
world of the future.



“Opportunities 
multiply as they 

are seized”

O
pportunities



 

Specialised Education

Students who need on-going supported learning in one or more subject areas are 

catered for with customised programmes and a team of Teacher Support Personnel 

overseen by our onsite Learning Support Coordinator/SENCO.

Advanced Learning Programmes

These include small group intensive work, individual learning programmes and 

extension and enrichment opportunities for students.

Pathways Centre

Future pathway education occurs at all levels throughout the College.  Classroom 

based programmes are supported by vocational trips and visits from outside 

organisations.  Short term and taster courses are offered in identified areas of 

interest. 

Gateway (Years 12 - 13)

Gateway placements link students with workplaces and employers in the community.  

Along with gaining real time workplace experiences, students work towards gaining 

industry based standards.  The College offers a minimum of forty such student work 

placements each year.

 

Specialised Learning

Ōtorohanga College prides itself on offering specialised and unique programmes 
designed to optimise the learning opportunities available to students.  These include  a 
Specialised Learning Facility, Advanced Learning Programmes, Pathway Programmes 
and Gateway.



“Everyday is a 
chance to 

learn” 

S
tudent C

entered



 

Sport

The College offers a wide variety of sporting activities designed to involve and 
challenge all our students.  These activities support the concept of a broad 
education that the College seeks to provide.  Sport in any form is of huge benefit to 
students mentally, socially and physically.  

King Country and Waikato competitions are on our sports calendar, as are local 
Business House competitions and school based tournaments and teams.  The 
participation of teachers and parents ensure that all teams and activities are well 
organised, supervised and successful.

We have teams who participate nationally and are entered into tournaments and 
competitions as opportunities arise.  We support and encourage such individual 
attainment at the College.

Our Sports Calendar Contains:

● The College, competitions

● King Country competitions

● Waikato competitions

● Athletics & Cross Country   

● Swimming 

● Basketball  

● Cricket      

● Hockey         

● Netball     

● Rugby, Rippa Rugby  & Touch     

● Soccer         

● Tough Guy And Girl Challenge  

● Triathlon   

● Ki-O-Rahi 

● Softball  

● Volleyball

● Skiing  & Snowboarding      

Houses

All students are divided into four houses 
Hotson, Eveleigh, Kedgley and Brown. 
Students remain in the same house for 

their time at the College.

Students have the opportunity to earn 
points for their House by participating in 

the Athletics and Swimming Sports.

A variety of other Inter-House 
competitions are also held throughout 

the year.

At the end of the year the winning House 
is announced at prizegiving.



“Just play, have fun 
and enjoy the 

game with friends 
you will have for 

life”

Team
w

ork



 

Dramatic Productions

A bi-annual event, our College Musical is a highlight for school and community 

alike.  Staff and students participate in this highly anticipated performance and it 

is both a prized opportunity and a source of pride and pleasure for all involved.

 Music

The Music Department is a strong and vibrant one providing a wide range of 

opportunities within the College.  Tuition for a variety of musical instruments is 

offered through visiting teachers and for which school instruments are available 

for hire.  

When students reach a level of  expertise which requires extension and 

development, the Music Faculty has traditionally arranged for them to perform 

in their chosen genre.  Extra curricular music groups are available for interested 

students.

 Visual Arts

A high value is placed on all the Arts at the College and we have a purpose built 

Art Suite which has access to computer graphics software.  

Visual arts is incorporated into as many real life contexts as possible within the 

wider life of the school including the school magazine, displays, exhibitions and 

design projects.

Our school has a strong relationship with local artists and our students have 

opportunities to participate in a range of art workshops.

 

The Arts 

Extra curricular and cultural experiences are a vital part of the development of the 
whole person and Ōtorohanga College has a diverse and flourishing range of 
experiences on offer.  We value the growth in confidence, self esteem, dedication, 
loyalty and sense of belonging from involvement in Musical Productions, Visual Arts and 
Cultural Performances of all kinds.



“Creative 
minds inspire 

others”

C
reative



Falloon House  Hostel 
 

The Ōtorohanga College Hostel, Falloon House, 
was established in 1975. It caters for boys and 
girls from outlying areas including Benneydale 
and the coastal areas of Kawhia, Tahaaroa, 
Kinohaku and Marokopa. All students return 
home at weekends by Ministry of Education 
buses. 

Falloon House is a special place where 
rangatahi/teenagers are viewed as taonga and as
such are cared for in a manner befitting their
destiny as our future. We believe that the care
and behaviour we model and instil in them as
young men and women will be reflected in the
way they in turn give care to others as they
take their rightful place in their journey of life.

We are committed at Kāinga rua/ Falloon
House to ensuring our care, aroha, guidance
and celebration of youth brings to fruition our
motto of a warm, safe, nurturing and caring
“Home away from home”.

Students are supported to participate in a 
range of community activities and have use of 
College facilities when appropriate. A 
government boarding allowance is available 
through the Ministry of Education for students 
living more than 3.8 kilometres from the 
nearest daily bus service. Visit the Ministry of 
Education website www.minedu.govt.nz for 
more information. 

Falloon House is committed to maintaining a 
whānau atmosphere in a safe, and supported 
learning environment. The Hostel is well 
managed with clear processes and quality care is 
provided in a welcoming and homely setting.  



Facilities  

Falloon House can cater for up to 67 boarders from Years 9 - 13. 
The Hostel has a fully-equipped industrial kitchen, dining room, 
laundry, sick bay, lounge, large TV room and recreation room. 
Students  have access to computers and students must adhere to 
the Ōtorohanga College Computer and ICT use guidelines.

Telephones

Each student is permitted to have a cell phone which can be used 
at designated times. Students are asked to hand their phones to 
Supervisors prior to bedtime every night. Students may use the 
Hostel phone, but permission from the Hostel Director or a 
Supervisor is required.

Leave/Visitor Access

Any student taking leave from the Hostel to go to town must 
follow the appropriate procedures:

● Students must sign out prior to departure and sign in upon 
arrival back at the Hostel

● Students must meet all expectations of curfew - 5pm 
● There is one set town visit for Hostel students per week 
● Any special leave from the Hostel must be requested by a 

parent/caregiver in writing or by phone to the Hostel 
Boarding Director

● Parents have access to their child at all times and are 
welcome to attend the evening meal at any time - a phone 
call is appreciated.

Falloon H
ouse - K

āinga R
ua 



Boarding Fees

Boarding fees must be paid on a term by term 
basis. Every attempt is made to keep the boarding 
fee costs affordable for all our families within our 
contributing school districts. 

It is crucial all families pay their boarding fees to 
help keep Falloon House economic and more 
importantly, open. The Boarding fee for 2021 is 
$6,000.00 per annum, inclusive of GST, per 
boarder. The boarding fee is invoiced at the 
beginning of each term, which amounts to 
$1,500.00 per term.

Boarding Allowances

The Ministry of Education provides assistance to 
school students who need to board away from 
home in order to receive their education. If a 
boarder qualifies for the Ministry’s School 
Boarding Allowance, the maximum entitlement is 
approx. $3,200.00 per annum or $800.00 per 
term. The boarding bursary is deducted from your 
term’s boarding fee invoice, so the net boarding 
fee payable per term is $700.00.

Over the 40 weeks of boarding in a school 
calendar year, and with a School Boarding 
Allowance, the $3,000.00 net fee payable equates 
to a cost of $70.00 per week, per child.

Payment Methods

Hostel Fee invoices are sent out each term. 
Payments can be made at the College’s front office 
by cash, cheque, eftpos or by post to the College, 
by internet banking or by automatic payment.

Falloon House  Hostel 
 

“Making strong 
whānau 

connections 
creates a strong 

vibrant iwi”



Fallo
Hostel Application

Applications for the Hostel close on 30th November each year 
for the following year. 

Students need to be enrolled at Ōtorohanga College before 
entry into Falloon House can be accepted. 

 Applicants will be advised in writing of their acceptance.

Tours of the Hostel are welcome and can be made by 
appointment through;

● Hostel Boarding Director: Mr. Roy Willison and
● Hostel day Supervisor: Mrs. Caroline Willison; 

Please call 
● 022  412 8495 or 
● 07  873 8029

Hostel Address:

● Ōtorohanga College Hostel 
● 77 Hinewai Street
● Otorohanga 3940 

Falloon H
ouse - K

ainga R
ua



When nearing the end of his days Maniapoto gathered the tribes together and 
expressed to them his wish for the future with these words. 

“Kia Mau ki tena. Kia mau ki te kawau maro” 
“Hold fast to the swoop of the cormorant” 

Kawau Maro was a military term, (triangular formation) and his reference to it 
expressed his wish that his people would continue to be a tribe of warriors. 

This formation suggests strategy, unity, teamwork, practise, skill and 
intelligence. Attributes to be valued and encouraged in any of life’s endeavours. 

The triangular shape contains koru designs symbolising the descendants of 
Maniapoto combined with pakeha and the various cultures that make up the 

community of our time in the pursuit of common goals. 

Puhoro is a design element seen incorporated in “Peha” or leg tattooing. It was 
applied to the individual as a mark of distinction. A visible symbol of the 

individual’s contribution to the tribe. This could be any area of achievement 
ranging from participation in battle to the completion of a term of learning of a 

particular subject. This positioning of this tohu, on front thigh of shorts, or dress 
reflects aspirations of the past in a form applicable to today's conventions. 

Nā Daniel Ormsby June 2014 

Our Cultural and Sporting Tohu



How To Enrol

Enrolment forms are available at our Main Office and there is a copy within this Prospectus. 

When we visit each primary school our Office Manager will be with us to help all parents 

and whānau with their enrolment form applications if needed.  Check out the Key Dates on 

the following page to know when we are visiting your child's school. Year 9 2021 

Enrolments can be received from 8.00am Monday 4th August - November 29th 2020

Win A Free College Uniform

All future Year 9 students who submit their enrolment forms in before November 20th 

into the Main Office at the College will go into the draw to win a full school uniform care of 

the Ōtorohanga  College Board of Trustees.  

The winner will be drawn on November 20th at the end of the Year 8 Open Evening.

Ōtorohanga College Uniform Expectations

Our uniform is worn to encourage a spirit of identity, honour and 

pride in our College. Students will be neat, tidy and clean, and 

wear correct uniform both at College and between home and 

College.  You can purchase our uniform from Haddad's, 

Maniapoto St - 07 8738377  

Bring Your Own Device BYOD

Ōtorohanga College encourages all students to bring a suitable digital device (BYOD) as 

part of their school equipment each day. We use digital platforms such as Google Docs and 

Google Classroom.  Cell phones are not considered as suitable devices for BYOD.

BYOD Minimum Requirements

● Laptop (not tablets or cell phones)

● 11 inch screen

● Can run Google Chrome

Useful Information for 2021



KEY DATES:

When we will be visiting...

Otorohanga South School
● Wednesday 19th Aug  9.00 am            

Ngutunui School
● Wednesday 19th Aug 10.00 am    

Otewa School
● Wednesday 19th Aug 12.30 am    

Kio Kio Primary School
● Thursday 20th 11.00 am

Maihiihi School
● Thursday 20th 12.00 pm                

Otorohanga Primary
● Friday 21st August 10.00 am          

St Mary's Catholic School
● Friday 21st August 11.00 am          

Kinohaku School
● Tuesday 25th 10.00 pm 

Hauturu School
● Tuesday 25th 11.30 am           

Te Kura o Kawhia
● Wednesday 26th 10.00 am                 

Tahaaroa School
● Wednesday 26th 12.30 pm             

 Waitomo Caves School
● Thursday 27th August 1.30 pm

Experience Day and Open Evening
Friday 20th November 

Experience Day 9.30-2.30 pm
● All Year 8 students attending Ōtorohanga 

College in 2021 are welcome to experience a 
day at our College. 

● Parents and whānau are welcome to attend.

Open Evening 5.30 - 6.30 pm
● For all Year 8 students and families in the 

College Hall.

First Day 2021
● Year 9’s first day will be February 4th 
● Starting time 8.40 am. 

Contributing School Visits 
and Key Dates 2020





Facebook Pages

www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege

www.facebook.com/pathwayscentre

www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports

www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeHostel


