
ISSUE 5:
22nd of August 2022

Kia ora Ōtorohanga College students, parents, caregivers and whānau

Our College has a strong focus on academic achievement aligned to the New Zealand Curriculum Framework. The following information provides you
with the latest important updates around curriculum and learning. If you have a curriculum concern or question your first port of call is your child's
Whānau Teacher then the Dean and then the Acting DP Curriculum.

Derived Grade Exams Week 8 and 9

The Derived Grade Exams are an important time in the academic year
for our senior students. Not only are the exams important for
preparation, the exam results are used as the formal assessment results
should a student be unable to sit the end of year exam. This means
study, revision and preparations are vitally important and need to be
underway now to ensure success. The Derived Grade Exams begin on
Thursday the 15th of September through to Wednesday the 21st of
September. During this time all Level 1, 2 and 3 students will be on exam
leave. Full school uniform must be worn when attending any exam
session or timetabled assessment.

Here are some great study tips from (Study Smarter 2016) that our
students can use to help with exam preparation

Learning Recognition Credits in 2022

On the 10th of August the Associate Minister of Education announced
changes to NCEA that recognise the impact student and teacher absences
due to COVID-19 and other winter illnesses have had on teaching,
learning and assessment this year. We have seen this impact first hand at
the College and an example is when we recently had to go to online
learning for our senior school.

In 2022, students will be entitled to 1 Learning Recognition Credit (LRC)
for every 5 credits earned through assessment, up to a maximum of:

NCEA Level Maximum LRCs
Level 1: 10
Level 2: 8
Level 3: 8

To receive a Certificate Endorsement, students will need 46 credits at
Merit or Excellence level, instead of the usual 50.

To be awarded University Entrance, students will need 14 credits in each
of two UE Approved Subjects and 12 credits in a third UE Approved
Subject (they will also need to attain NCEA Level 3 and meet the regular
literacy and numeracy requirements).

The submission dates for some externally assessed portfolios have also
been moved back one week - this provides some relief, but avoids overlap
with end of year examinations. This will apply to the following subjects:

• Technology (NCEA Levels 1-3 and NZ Scholarship)
• Design and Visual Communication (NCEA Levels 1-3 and NZ
Scholarship)
• Education for Sustainability (NCEA Level 3)
• Dance (NZ Scholarship)
• Music (NZ Scholarship)
• Health and Physical Education (NZ Scholarship)

The dates for Visual Arts and the Digital Technologies and Hangarau
Matihiko Common Assessment Task (DCAT) are not changing.

Where learning needs to extend into 2023, NZQA will work with us to help
students be awarded their qualification earlier in the year, outside of the
normal annual cycle.

With only 8 school weeks to go before NCEA end of year examinations
start, this gives clarity about the range of interventions that NZQA and the
MoE are providing students in 2022, and allows us to plan accordingly.



Course Selection 2023

Last week Year 10 to Year 12 students began the process of Course
Selection for next year.

Students have been provided with course booklets, outlining the learning
experiences that are on offer as well as advice on how to choose. In
addition, all 2023 courses are currently being promoted through posters
in the Pathways Centre. Selections close at 9.00am on Wednesday the
24th of August. Students can make their selections digitally on
careercentral.school.nz following the steps outlined in the course
booklet.

Extension And Enrichment In Te Reo Māori

With Māori Language Week coming up in Week 10 of this term, it is a
great time to look at how we extend and enrich Te Reo at Ōtorohanga
College. Whaea Miriama Pere leads this Faculty and in her first year
here she has really embraced College life and found ways to start
growing and nourishing Te Reo Māori for all year levels.

In Year 9 and 10 she is  building a language (Te Reo) programme to
ensure that students' Te Reo and Tikanga needs are met and supported
(different to Te Ao Māori). Another example of extension at this level is
having students entering higher levels of learning through NCEA and Te
Kura, despite only being Year 10. This extension in the Te Reo
programme also occurs for seniors from full immersion or first language
speakers (Te Reo). We have a number of akonga studying at higher
levels. Keep an eye out for the awesome activities planned for Māori
Language week in Week 10.

Logging On To The Parent Portal

It is always encouraged that both students and parents regularly log on to
the parent portal.

Instructions for logging onto the Parent Portal;
1. Go to https://kamar.otocoll.school.nz/index.php/
2. Enter username and password.

Here you can check all previous reports, assessment data, attendance,
timetable, results and financial charges to name a few. All this information
can be found under the details and results tabs. Parents find following
their students' attendance “live” in real time to be useful also.

If you have forgotten passwords, email your Dean who will be able to help
you.

Pathways Update

After many interruptions due to Covid-19, our seniors are getting to
complete a course in fencing that will be complemented by work
experience on local farms. This is taking place this week and will give
students the opportunity to gain 20 Level 2 and 6 Level 3 credits.

Our akonga have experienced great success at Origin Coffee, completing
Level 2 and 3  Barista courses. The second group of Level 2 students are
currently working towards gaining their credits in this exciting field and are
also tracking very well.

The Pathways centre has been buzzing with Year 13 students completing
their scholarship applications. They are being guided in their choice of
study, university and possible careers. Our akonga spent hours perfecting
their applications and we are looking forward to witnessing their success in
the future.

As Gateway programmes are nearing completion, there will be a strong
focus on 2023 enrolments for the rest of the year. Exciting new
opportunities will be on offer and students are encouraged to apply as
soon as possible to ensure they make use of all the available options.
Courses are offered by external providers and employers and spots fill up
very quickly.

May your creativity be endless, your kindness unbounded, and your learning limitless.

Noho ora mai,
Leighton Parsons Acting DP Curriculum (parsonsl@otocoll.school.nz)
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Empowering learners to succeed
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