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Kia Ora parents, caregivers and whānau

Our College has a strong focus on academic achievement aligned to the New Zealand Curriculum Framework.  The following information provides you
with important updates. If you have a curriculum concern or question your first port of call is your child's Whānau Teacher then Dean then DP
Curriculum.

NCEA Changes

The New Zealand education system is in the process of strengthening
NCEA by making a series of changes to improve well-being, equity,
coherence, pathways and credibility – for students and teachers alike.

The changes, which were confirmed by Cabinet in February 2020, will be
the most significant reform of NCEA since the qualification was
introduced in 2002. In light of feedback from key stakeholder groups –
those who undertake NCEA (learners and their parents/whānau), those
who deliver NCEA (school leaders and educators), those who administer
the qualification (NZQA) and those who use the completed qualification
(employers, tertiary providers, iwi, etc) – we will be working to ensure we
implement the NCEA changes in a way which is responsive to the
diverse and evolving needs of our education system and communities.

The NCEA Change Programme is a work programme led by the Ministry
of Education to deliver the package of seven changes aimed at
strengthening NCEA:

● Make NCEA more accessible – zero fees, fewer barriers for
learners with disabilities and learning support needs.

● Equal status for mātauranga Māori in NCEA – develop new
ways to recognise mātauranga Māori, build teacher capability,
and improve resourcing and support for Māori learners and te
ao Māori pathways.

● Strengthen literacy and numeracy requirements and
assessments – ensure students with an NCEA have functional
literacy and numeracy skills that will ready them to transition
into tertiary education or the workplace.

● Fewer, larger standards – new achievement standards and
resources will be developed to replace existing standards and
ensure the qualification achieved credentials the most
significant learning in a learning area or subject.

● Simplify NECA's structure – credits can no longer be carried
over to the next level and resubmissions will only be allowed
where they take students from a ‘Not Achieved’ grade to an
‘Achieved’ grade. Sixty credits are required to pass each
NCEA level.

● Clearer pathways to further education or work – develop a
Vocational Entrance Award to clearly signal when a student is
ready to transition into higher level vocational education and
strengthen vocational pathways through NCEA.

● Keep NCEA Level 1 optional – ensure Level 1 provides
students with the broad, foundational knowledge needed to
support specialisation at Levels 2 and 3.

The changes were informed by insights and feedback gathered during
the public engagement on the NCEA Review in 2018, and were
confirmed by the Government in February 2020. Thousands of people
across the country took part in the Review from May to October 2018
and provided feedback in different ways. An overwhelming majority
favoured changes to strengthen NCEA.

The Ministry of Education is working with schools, young people,
families/whānau, communities and other key stakeholders to deliver the
NCEA changes. The changes are scheduled to be phased in over six
years, with new achievement standards at Levels 1, 2 and 3 in place by
January 2026. (https://ncea.education.govt.nz/).

Pi Day

The Maths Faculty, led by Stoffel Wilken, organised a fantastic Pi day here
on Monday 14th March. The day started with perfectly round Pi-kelets for
breakfast at 7.22 am which were well received by the students.The juniors
then made bead bracelets during Learning Block 1 using a different
coloured bead to represent the different numbers that make Pi.
3.14159265358979323846 … Interval saw a Pie Eating Competition.
Junior and Senior representatives from each House competed against
each other and the clock - each student was given a cream pie to finish.
Our free lunches were circle based to keep the Pi theme going. There was
also  a Pi photo booth and a Pi themed mufti day. For the grand finale the
whole school made a human Pi circle on the field.

Best dressed Senior student = Ash Smith 5 points Kedgley
Best dressed Junior student = Jahna Robertson  5 points Kedgley
Best dressed teacher = Stoffel Wilken 5 points Brown

1st Senior pie eating = Hamish Raine 5 points Eveleigh
1st Junior pie eating = Malahkai Stacey-Campbell = 5 points Brown House
and Lee Ryan = 5 points Hotson

Overall
1st =  Brown =  10 Points         Kedgley = 10 points
2nd = Hotson = 5 points           Eveleigh = 5 points

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/


Parent Student Teacher Conferences

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences support the three-way partnership
that exists in a student’s journey through College.  Positive relationships
among parents, students and teachers result in everyone working
together with the student’s educational success as the priority.  The
academic and personal achievement of your child is at the heart of
everything we do at Ōtorohanga College.

With this in mind, under Red Alert Level, the Year 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13
Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences will be held on Tuesday 5th April
from 1.30pm to 4.00pm AND from 4.40pm to 6.30pm AND Wednesday
6th April from 3.30pm to 5.30pm via TELEPHONE.

Conference bookings of 10 minutes per teacher can be scheduled online
or through the College Office from Monday 28th March onwards.

Pathways Update

Over the following weeks the focus will be on the four main Gateway
programmes, namely Barista training with Origin Coffee, Retail experience
with SEEDS Countdown, Waitomo Cultural Camp hosted by Maori Tourism
and finally an Agricultural experience with Cantrain NZ.

Wintec Trades Academy courses have been well attended by 30 of our
senior students. Number Twelve has also kept our students busy by
getting them through their Learners, Restricted and Full drivers’ licences.

Senior students have been introduced to Career Central, a platform that
empowers us to better guide our students with an online career
management system. Year 13 students have been interviewed, giving us a
clearer understanding of their preferred pathways.

Our doors are always open for ākonga wishing to discuss their pathways
in school and beyond. Nau mai, haere mai!

Individual Learning Plans (ILP)

Each student is different and many of our akonga at College are on
Individual Learning Plans to support their journey in education.

Over the next fortnight students who have an ILP set up for them will
receive a phone from the Learning Support Coordinator, Jenny
Whitehead. This is to ensure we collaborate with whānau on goal setting
and strategies for their child. This way we can ensure they get the
wrap-around support from home and together we can progress the
achievement and learning of our young ones. As the old African proverb
states  “It takes a community to raise a child.”

Hybrid Learning Tutorial

Learning for all ākonga continues regardless of whether they are in
classrooms or offsite. The aim is to enable the continuation of quality
learning. Hybrid Learning creates a seamless learning environment
between home and school. All subjects at all year levels have set up
Google Classrooms where students whether at school or at home follow
their timetable as per normal and complete their lessons throughout the
day. If a student is a close contact and has to wait at home until his/her
test result, their work for each day will be ready for them to access at the
time of their normal class. Here is a tutorial for how to use Google
Classroom.

https://fb.watch/bC8gDQ27Mi/

Just like Pi, you have infinite potential.

May your creativity be endless, your kindness unbounded, and your learning limitless.

Ngā mihi nui
Leighton Parsons Acting DP Curriculum (parsonsl@otocoll.school.nz)

https://fb.watch/bC8gDQ27Mi/

