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Kia ora Ōtorohanga College students, parents, caregivers and whānau

Our College has a strong focus on academic achievement aligned to the New Zealand Curriculum Framework. The following information provides you
with the latest important updates around curriculum and learning. If you have a curriculum concern or question your first port of call is your child's
Whānau Teacher then the Dean and then the DP Curriculum.

Mid Year Reports
As we are fast approaching the end of Term Two, it is a great opportunity
to see the progress our young ones have made so far this year. This
progress will go home to all whānau in Week 10 in the form of a Mid
Year Progress Report. Although Weekly Engagement Reports tell us
how much our child is attending and how engaged they are in the
classroom, the Mid Year Report has an important point of difference as it
will show current progress at junior level and NCEA progress at senior
level.

The Junior Mid Year Progress Report contains the following
information:

Curriculum Assessment Results

Each term students in Years 9 and 10 are assessed against Curriculum
Levels in eight Learning Areas:
English, Mathematics & Statistics, Social Sciences,
Science, Health & Physical Education, The Arts,
Technology and Learning Languages (Year 10 Optional).

As a guide students at Year 9 should be beginning Curriculum Level 5
and students in Year 10 completing it. To show more accurately
where your child is within a Curriculum Level we use sub-levels to
indicate, beginning the level (B), proficient in the level (P) or advanced in
the level (A).

For some classes
students may have the
following descriptors:
Absent - Student was not
there to sit the
assessment or may have
had long periods of
absence.
Not applicable - Student
may be new to the class
and the assessment was
not completed.
In the Curriculum results

section some Year 9 students will have blank sections as they have not
completed that Rotation yet.

PE and Health Results
The Beep Test is reported on: Not Achieved, Achieved, Merit and
Excellence.
Athlete Development Programme. The Brutality Fitness Test is scored
out of 25.

The Senior Mid Year Progress Report contains the following
information:

NCEA Summary
The NCEA Results Summary will show the up to date progress of all
assessment results a student has gained. This includes:

● Attempted and Enrolled Internals
● Available Credits Internal and External
● Pass Rate %

Pūhoro Programme -  STEMM
Ōtorohanga College is excited about a new partnership we are engaging
in this term - The Pūhoro Programme. Pūhoro was launched in 2016 and
improves rangatahi engagement in STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics and Mātauranga). Pūhoro helps rangatahi see
the connection between mātauranga Maori in STEMM; improves their
academic achievement in STEMM and through strategic partnerships,
provides pathways into high value careers.

As part of this programme Pūhoro comes to Ōtorohanga College on
Mondays for an hour to provide mentoring and tutoring in STEMM. Once a
term, except Term 4, students are also able to participate in Wānanga
days at the University of Waikato, where students complete practical tasks
to build knowledge and understanding within STEMM.

The first of these Wananga days was on Friday the 17th of June. The tone
of the day was set in their first activity when out of all of the schools and
students, Kase Walters-Koroheke won the first challenge to secure an
awesome prize pack. Some of the practical tasks included tamariki
building a marae using virtual reality goggles, making a wind machine and
building a dam using a variety of materials. Students thought the tasks
were “really challenging” and it was a great experience to meet tauira from
other schools in the Waikato who enjoy STEMM.

Genesis Energy, ESR (Institute of Environmental Science and Research)
and Tainui were all in attendance to present and support our rangatahi.
Although the free hoodies put huge smiles on our students’ faces it was
the knowledge gained of the potential future pathways and learning that
was the real gold nugget from this fantastic day.



● Credits to Date
● Externals Summary
● Internals Summary
● NZQA Summary all Years including NCEA Qualifications

(Level 1,2 and 3), Numeracy, Literacy and UE Literacy

For some classes students may have the following descriptors:
Not applicable - Students may not have an external exam for that
subject, for example, Physical Education.

NCEA Level Requirements
Level 1 - 80 credits are required at any level (level 1, 2 or 3) including
Literacy and Numeracy.

Level 2 - 60 credits at level 2 or above + 20 credits from any level.The
Level 1 Literacy and Numeracy requirements must also be met.

Level 3 - 60 credits at level 3 or above + 20 credits from level 2 or above

Credits gained at one level can be used for (or count towards) more than
one certificate. They may also be used towards other qualifications. For
example, unit standards in the domain 'generic computing' might be
used towards a Level 2 NCEA certificate, as well as towards a National
Certificate in Computing (Level 2); or 20 credits gained at Level 1 can
also count towards a Level 2 NCEA certificate.

We value our partnerships with all of our parents and whānau and look
forward to discussing your child's next learning steps at our Term Three
Parent Student Teacher Conferences.

Logging on to the Parent Portal

Although the mid-year reports discussed to the left will give us the latest
update and progress of our students, it is always encouraged that both
students and parents regularly log on to the parent portal.

Instructions for logging onto the Parent Portal;
1. Go to https://kamar.otocoll.school.nz/index.php/
2. Enter username and password.

Here you can check all previous reports, assessment data, attendance,
timetable, results and financial charges to name a few. All this information
can be found under the details and results tabs. Parents find following
their students' attendance “live” in real time to be useful also.

If you have forgotten passwords, email your Dean who will be able to help
you.

Extension And Enrichment In Physical Education And Health

An ongoing inclusion in our curriculum updates is going to be how
Faculties  extend and enrich learners who achieve at a high level. In this
update, the spotlight is on the Physical Education and Health Faculty.
Our enrichment programmes encourage students to learn through
different methods as they
enjoy engaging games,
sports, projects and activities.

Our Seniors are currently
training for the mighty Tough
Guy and Girl event. Our
athletes will take on around
1000 students from around
the country on a muddy
obstacle course consisting of
swamp crossings, net climbs,
crawling under barbed wire,
native bush trails, hurdles,
climbing frames, water
crossings plus more
surprises.

In PE and Health we pride
ourselves on giving students the opportunity to demonstrate leadership
in game related learning activities, which enable our students to accept

responsibility and role
model interpersonal skills.
It is awesome to see our
students working alongside
each other to strengthen
motor skills and build
confidence. This has been
especially evident in our
current badminton unit.
For extension in Physical
Education,  motor skills
and activity teaching, we
offer a differentiated
approach where students
can choose the difficulty

level that best suits their current skill base. This is effective because it
enables all students to experience success regardless of their starting
skills set. Extension tasks are available in theory/health lessons to help
build comprehensive understanding and critical thinking skills.This
enables students to not only hit excellence criteria, but also expand their
view of the world and start to develop and form their own attitudes and
values around certain topics.

Pathways Update

Yet another busy few weeks for the Pathways Team.  Many exciting
Gateway programmes running at the moment and many more to look
forward to.

The Level 2 Barista Students have started their coffee making journey with
Daniel at Origin Coffee, while the Level 3 Students are continuing at the
College during Hospitality class time.

We had a First Aid course with First Training where our students had the
opportunity to learn how to save lives!  A few staff members joined in.
They enjoyed the day and got involved in all activities and scenarios.

Coming up:

Some of our Year 12 and 13 Students will be attending the Waitomo
Cultural Tourism Camp during the school holidays (11 to 15 July 2022).

We also have Can Train NZ coming to the College to complete an
Agriculture Fencing course.  The knowledge gained will then be applied
while on a farm carrying out work experience.

Students wishing to study at tertiary level in 2023 will be called up and
assisted with their applications for admission and scholarships.

Check out all the latest on Pathways on Instagram
https://instagram.com/pathways.otocoll?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=

https://kamar.otocoll.school.nz/index.php/
https://instagram.com/pathways.otocoll?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=


Above - Our 2022 Matarki House Champions Eveleigh get presented the Matariki taonga.

May your creativity be endless, your kindness unbounded, and your learning limitless.

Ngā mihi nui
Leighton Parsons Acting DP Curriculum (parsonsl@otocoll.school.nz)

Ōtorohanga College
Empowering learners to succeed


