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School Board Report 

 

Duncan Coull 

Aaron Cornelissen 

Jennifer Roughton 

“History won’t remember what you thought, but what you did”. 

This quote flashed in front of my eyes on a tv ad last week as I was pondering 
what I wanted to say to you all tonight. What a relevant quote for us all. A   
challenge to unlock, unleash the power of our thoughts into action. The differ-
ence between dreams and reality and a reminder that we only get one chance 
at life so let’s make the most of it. 

Kia ora Kotou to you all, welcome to the senior prizegiving, my name is Duncan 
Coull and its an honour to serve on the board of Ōtorohanga College alongside 
a great group of individuals, collectively committed to unleashing the potential 
of our Rangatahi at the college. 

As a board it is our duty to ensure we create an environment for our teachers 
that is well resourced, supported and safe to unleash the potential in everyone 
of our students at the college so that they have the ability to dream, aspire to 
be the very best version of themselves and to forge a life post college in           
whatever pathway they may choose. I want to acknowledge that that hasn’t 
always been the case and we have been  constrained by circumstance and our 
thinking. This has been our past but not our future, and as a board we are now 
able to propel forward to     support Lyndsay and her wonderful team to unlock 
the potential for Ōtorohanga College. 

Its been a big year with some key milestones for the Board which I wanted to 
quickly share with you. The appointment of Lyndsay Kurth as our principal was 
key for us as a board to ensure we had a stable platform with a proven leader 
who loves this college and community she calls home. I wanted to 
acknowledge Leighton Parsons who is another one of our unsung hero’s at the 
college, stepping up into an acting deputy role whilst we conducted a search 
for our new principal. Thankyou Leighton. A big thankyou to Vanessa Te Huia 
our DP Pastoral for her support. 

As many of you will know the college has been under different levels of                   
statutory management by the Ministry for the past four years. The Ministry has 
advised last month that this will cease, effective immediately as they have                  
confidence in the position and direction of the college. For the board this gives 
us the opportunity to chart our own course and free of the stigma attached to 
Ministry intervention. We have approved and adopted a new simplified charter 
(or strategy) focused on lifting student achievement. 

The 10 year property plan has had a refresh with the Board committed to               
accelerating the modernisation of our learning environment backed by a                
credible capital plan. We have approved changes to the junior curriculum and 
are awaiting confirmation of some substantial funding which will  accelerate 
learning and wellbeing outcomes for the students at college. There is much to 
do and look forward for. I want to thank the Board for their collective efforts 
throughout the year and your ongoing commitment to ensuring our vision from 
good to great becomes a reality.  

To the teaching staff at the college, your commitment, resourcefulness,                 
patience and your overarching dedication to your profession and students you  

care so much about,  thank you. To our 
parents, whānau and wider                      
community, thank you for your                         
continued support and entrusting us 
with your children’s future. I know I 
speak for everyone within this college 
by saying that it’s a honour and a               
privilege to have them in our care as 
we help shape their future. And to our 
students, congratulations to you all.  

For those receiving awards, well done 
and congratulations. You are the     
reason we are all here tonight as we 
celebrate your time at Ōtorohanga 
College. Life is about to start a new 
chapter for you all. Embrace it and take 
every opportunity offered – you never 
know which doors this may open. 

Be you – you are your own identity, 
love yourself, who you are and your 
whakapapa.  Believe in yourself - you 
can do and be anything. Don’t let any-
one tell you otherwise. 

And remember – 

“History won’t remember what you 
thought but what you did”. 

kia ora me te Waimarie – good bye and 
good luck for the future 

Michael Ritch 

Jaimee Tamaki 

Kim Ingham 

Takarei Bidios 



Principal’s Report 
E ngā mana, e ngā reo, e ngā iwi – tēnā koutou 
katoa.  

Ki te atua – tēnā koe.  Ki te kīngi Māori - pai mārire. 

Ki te whare e tu nei, ki te papa e takoto nei – tēnā 
korua. 

Ki te hunga mate – haere atu ra. 

Ki a tatou te hunga ora – tēnā tatou. 

No reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tatou 
katoa. 

I extend a very warm welcome to members of the 
Board, parents, grandparents, caregivers, whānau, 
staff and most importantly students - I say most    
importantly because tonight is about you.  

Tonight is a time of celebration - a night when we 
recognise the myriad of student achievements.     
tonight is a time of thanks - a night when we 
acknowledge all the people who have been with our 
students every step of the way.  I thank all parents, 
grandparents, caregivers and whānau for your        
ongoing support of the College and look forward to 
continuing to build strong relationships focused on 
student success next year. Tonight is also a time for 
us as educators and learners to reflect on the year 
and the exciting future we are heading towards    
together.   

As a College we are willing to embrace the need to 
change and chart a new course built from what we do 
best - teaching and learning.  It is critical that we   
provide an education which prepares our students for 
their future, which enables them to embrace diversity 
and play a role in meeting and solving the problems 
they will face in their lives beyond College life.  We 
are committed to deliver so much more as our          
students deserve stimulating, connected and exciting 
learning environments where they all want to be.  
This vision can only be achieved with the full         
commitment of our amazing staff. 

The heart of this College is its people.  Every member 
of this staff team, both teaching and non-teaching, 
has a critical role to play in the success of this College.  
Their drive, passion and determination, underpinned 
by skill, knowledge and empathy has seen teaching 
and learning raise student progress and achievement.  
Please know that your contributions and efforts are 
most valued and appreciated. As Principal, the quality 
of our staff and the potential we have for making a 
profound difference in the lives and the learning of 
the students in our care, is of paramount importance 
to our vision of empowering learners to succeed,  
becoming realised. Ensuring this vision is at the    
forefront of everything we do is our leadership team.  
I would like to acknowledge the work of the Deputy 
Principals in their considerable contributions to our 
successes this year.  I am very privileged to work with  

such dedicated and passionate educators whose unwavering 
commitment does not go unnoticed. 

We are incredibly fortunate to have a Board who takes the best 
of our past and combines it with the excitement of the future to 
steadily move forward. They are loyal supporters of our         
educational philosophy and are focused on opportunities to 
enhance our vision.  To each of these generous individuals I  
extend my heartfelt thanks. 

To you, our amazing and resilient senior students, you have all 
worked hard at improving your academic achievement and set 
and achieved clear goals towards your futures.  Many of you are 
heading into examinations with your level of NCEA already 
achieved.  Do not rest on this success - continue to work hard, 
study hard and strive to improve your grades through each   
examination.  To our current Year 12 students, next year’s   
leaders, you are now the future of the College and the standard 
you set will lay the path for those who follow.  Rise to the    
challenge of being the best you can be and aspire to the values 
we uphold. Finally, to our Year 13 students who leave us tonight 
to step out into the adult world - we are so very proud of you 
all.   

Walking towards an uncertain horizon is both liberating and 
scary, however, you each have the vital essence to become your 
dream.  To the Year 13 leavers, led by Head Girl Olivia Kurth and 
Head Boy Giaan Pouwhare, I extend the College’s appreciation 
for the collective talents and contributions of your year group.  
You have been a cohort who have experienced three years of 
disruption, yet you have remained stoic and reflective in       
disposition.  As the Year 13 leavers, your journey through our 
College culminates tonight - for many of you, this marks the last 
five years of your life.  Step out into the world with pride and 
always rise to the challenges life offers you.  Face your future 
with inspiration and a drive to make a go of any opportunity 
that comes your way.  Model human worth, explore, examine 
and ultimately embrace the diversity of people and ideas.     
Remember the people who shared your pathway as you have 
been growing up - your parents, grandparents, caregivers, 
whānau and friends should never be forgotten.  Each of us is the 
sum total of those who have walked with us; there is no future 
without a memory and acknowledgement of our past.  Above all 
else, remember that you are good people, you come from the 
heart of the King Country, Te Rohe Potae, you are of              
Ōtorohanga College and its environs. 

In closing, congratulations to all the prize winners and thank you 
to all of you for making this night and this year so very special 
for Ōtorohanga College. May each of you experience a peaceful 
Christmas and summer, surrounded by love and loved ones. 

No reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tatou katoa. 



Head Boy Speech - Giaan 

Ko Pirongia tooku maunga 

Ko Waikato tooku awa 

Ko Kawhia tooku moana 

Ko Waipapa tooku marae 

Ko Tainui tooku waka 

Ko Ngati Mahuta tooku iwi  

Ko Ngati Hikairo tooku hapuu 

Ko Clayton tooku papa 

Ko Tasha tooku mama 

Ko Giaan Pouwhare tooku ingoa 

Noo Kaawhia ahau 

To say that the last 5 years of my life have flown by 
just like that would be the biggest understatement 
ever. To think that this time last year I was being  
announced as Head Boy for the college is just weird. 
Although it was announced virtually,  I was on my 
way back to Kawhia after isolating at the hostel for 
about 2 weeks (thanks for that Covid), I still felt           
extremely proud, honoured and relieved to have  
received this important role. And now to think that 
12 months later I stand in front of all of you, giving 
my final speech as Head Boy for 2022 is just surreal. 

I still remember first arriving here at Ōtorohanga  
College in 2018. Brand new kid coming from about 10
-15 minutes outside of Kawhia, also known as the 
middle of nowhere, not  really knowing what to    
expect. Over the course of 5 years, there have been a 
lot of ups and certainly a lot of downs, but I survived. 
And a big part of this was definitely the Hostel. 

Being in the Hostel for the last 5 years has taught me 
a lot of things. Things like self discipline, resilience, 
commitment, leadership skills, how much I can really 
eat. And that's a lot. All of these skills I will never  
forget and I will carry forth to whatever adventures I 
do next. To Uncle Roy, Aunty Caroline, Mr and Mrs 
Fortis, Aunty Dawn and anyone who has worked at 
the Hostel, thank you so much for looking after me 
and making me feel at home with whatever I did. I 
am forever grateful. 

To the teachers of the college, past and present, 
thank you for teaching me things that I will definitely 
be using in the future, and things that I may not need 
in the future, but might come in handy someday. But 
also thank you for having me as a student for the past 
5 years. Whether I've been good or bad, that's for 
you to decide. But still, thank you all. 

To the Hostel students, thank you for dealing with 
me. Whether you only met me this year, or you have 
been with me the whole 5 years, or even beyond  

that, you are all whānau to me. Literally. To the year 13s leaving 
this year, I really hate to say it, but I'm gonna miss you guys. 
We’ve been through so much over the past 5 years. Whatever 
you guys do after this, whether it’s full time jobs, going to               
university, or partying every weekend, live life to the fullest, give 
everything your best shot, but most importantly, have fun. 

And my final thank you is for the people that made me who I am 
today. The people who have looked after me for the past 18 
years, the people I care about the most. Dad, Nana, Poppa, 
Aunty, Uncle, my two younger cousins who I see as my little 
brother and sister, and my family who are over in Australia, 
thank you. Thank you for everything that you have done for me, 
for everything you have taught me, for always being there when 
I needed you the most. I know I will never be able to repay you, 
but I just hope that whatever I have done in my life, whether it 
was taking my first steps, or me standing in front of you tonight, I 
just hope that I have made you proud, in any way, shape or form 
that may be. I love you guys so much and thank you for           
everything. 

I now leave this school for an even bigger school. An even bigger 
challenge - The University of Waikato to undergo a Bachelor of 
Computer Science degree. None of this would be possible     
without the support of my family, my friends, the hostel and my 
teachers.  For this I am forever grateful. 

Thank you all for coming tonight I will now hand it over to the 
Head Girl of Ōtorohanga College, Olivia Kurth. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou 
katoa. 



Head Girl Speech –Olivia 
Ko The Eildons te maunga  

Ko The tweed te awa  

Ko Kurth toku whanau 

Ko Adam toku papa 

Ko Lyndsay toku mama 

Ko Morgan toku tuahine  

Ko Olivia toku ingoa  

No Otorohanga ahau  

No reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā 
tatou katoa. 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  Tonight is a 
special night as we celebrate success, offer thanks 
and for my fellow Year 13s, say goodbye. 

It is with immense pride that I give my final speech at 
Ōtorohanga College as Head Girl.  

Ōtorohanga College is unique - it stands tall as a  
symbol of excellence and a place where the building 
of relationships is of great importance.  I stand tall 
when I say I am proud that I attended Ōtorohanga          
College - my five years here have been filled with 
incredible experiences that I will hold onto for the 
rest of my life.  Athletics, swimming, cross country, 
netball, the Spirit Of Adventure, Hillary Outdoors, the 
Melbourne Netball Tour, House competitions,       
Productions, the Ball, snow trips and Matariki weeks 
are just to name a few.  

To my teachers.  Qualities of a good teacher include 
skills in communication, listening, collaboration, 
adaptability, empathy, patience and above all else a 
love of learning.  It is these very qualities inherent in 
many of my teachers that enabled me to achieve my 
goals and for this I would like to say thank you. 

To my parents.  Thank you for being the                             
unconditional supporters in all that I have              
undertaken. Thank you to my little sister Morgan for 
always being my little support person. You have all 
proudly stood beside me as I begin my journey into 
adulthood. You were there when I stumbled and you 
were there to celebrate my achievements and for this 
I would like to say a massive thank you. I would also 
like to say a huge thank you to my Scottish family, in 
particular, to my Grandma and Grandad - thank you 
for your unconditional love and support.  I will      
continue to do my best to make you all proud.     

To those students who are returning next year.  Take 
every opportunity offered to you, work hard and 
above all else strive to be the best version of yourself.   

To the Year 12s - it is your time to step up and be role 
models to those younger, all while enjoying your final 
year.  

To my friends.  Friends are people that can be looked up to and 
trusted and I have made many here at the College.  To Molly, 
Hamish, Tom, Kyla and Zachary - my time here at the College 
would not have been the same without you.  

To the Year 13 leavers. I will never forget you guys and will truly 
miss you all.  I wish you the greatest of futures in everything that 
you may do.  This College has provided us all with learning                    
experiences, with challenges to overcome, friendships and           
adventures by which you have grown.  Do not forget who you 
are or where you have come from or the people you have met 
along the way and shared your journey with. I wish you the best 
of luck for next year, have fun, enjoy life and know it's okay to 
make mistakes.   

My mum, as you are all well aware, loves to weave quotes into 
her speeches so I would like to end with a quote by Elle Woods 
from the movie Legally Blonde - “It is with passion, courage of 
conviction and a strong sense of self, that we take our next steps 
into the world.” 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tatou katoa 



Badging Ceremony 

Olivia Kurth,  Morgan Kurth,  

Mrs L Kurth 

Tasmin White, Hamish Raine, 
Chloe Cawte 

 Laura Hunt, Kiera Mansell,     
Jamie Pettigrew 

Back row: Aaliyah Thompson, Kiera Mansell 

4th row: Alex Court, Corey Hobbs, Shyla Te Wano, Kasaia Morgan 

3rd row: Cullen Fagan, Jamie Pettigrew, Laura Hunt, Katelyn Speight 

2nd row: Gabriel Bourke, Tyla Harding, Kirk Pareanga, Kahurangi Katipa-Maikuku,          
Hamish Raine, Samiah Grey, Taylor Burgess, Tamsin White, Chloe Cawte, Sam 
Veart. 

1st row: Te Kowhatu Puhi, Olivia Kurth, Giaan Pouwhare, Molly Fox,                                
Kyla Pendergrast. 

Giaan Pouwhare, Kahurangi Katipa-Maikuku, Kirk Pareanga,       

Sam Veart,  In front Tyla Harding 

Te Kowhatu 

Puhi, Giaan 

Pouwhare, Kirk 

Pareanga 



Student Leaders/Student Council 

 

Student Leaders 

Back Row: Tasmin White, Te Kowhatu Puhi, Chloe Cawte 

2nd Row: Vanessa Te Huia (Deputy Principal),                  
  Hamish Raine, Zachary Coles,                             
  Lyndsay Kurth (Principal) 

Front Row: Molly Fox, Olivia Kurth, Giaan Pouwhare,          
  Kahurangi Katipa-Maikuku, Kyla Pendergrast 

Student Council 

Back Row: Jamie Pettigrew, Corey Hobbs, Laura Hunt 

3rd Row: Shyla Te Wano, Kiera Mansell, Samiah Grey,    

  Alexander Court, Aaliyah Thompson,                

  Katelyn Speight 

2nd Row: Fiona Parsons (Year 13 Dean), Chloe Cawte,   

  Zachary Coles, Sam Veart, Hamish Raine,              

  Te Kowhatu Puhi, Lyndsay Kurth (Principal) 

Front Row: Molly Fox, Kahurangi Katipa-Maikuku,               

  Olivia Kurth, Giaan Pouwhare, Tasmin White,   

  Kyla Pendergrast 



Anzac Day 


